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Summer Youth Programs Focus On Learning 
When it comes to education, teachers will tell you children lose some of the information 
they’ve learned throughout a school year during the summer months when they are away 
from school.  This makes the first semester of school a time when teachers need to review 
instead of move forward in learning new facts and information.  One way of changing this 
pattern is to offer a summer youth program for children that focuses on learning, but in a fun 
way. 

Common Place’s summer youth programs will 
concentrate on retaining learned subjects by 
having a Brain Bowl.  The youth staff will 
create a game show atmosphere with 
educational topics, such as math, 
comprehension, and grammar being the 
concentrated areas that will be explored.  
Children will compete in a scholastic bowl and 
work on improving their own personal 
educational goal.  The children’s progress will 
be measured throughout each session, and 
parents will be invited at the end of each session 
for a Brain Bowl tournament.  Although this is 
the plan for this summer, bringing light to this 
plan is dependent on funding and support from 
the community. 

During the two, four-week sessions children will have the opportunity to earn an allowance.  
Allowances are important to the youth enrolled because it sometimes helps pay for school 
clothes, shoes, or school supplies.  Allowances are based on the same principles of any 
employment: attendance, cooperation, work ethic, and attitude.  This year allowances will 
also be based on achieving their own personal educational goal.  Just the cost of allowances 
alone is approximately $80 - $120 per child.   

Common Place also provides summer tutoring for grades K – 12.  Children have the one-on-
one opportunity to receive the extra help they need in certain subjects, such as math, reading, 
science, or alphabet recognition, or to help them retain skills they already have acquired.  
Tutors are needed during this seven-week 
program.  Children meet two days a week for a 
one or two hour session.  If you are interested 
in helping a child this summer, please call 
Helen Jenkins at Common Place at 674-3315.

Summer youth participants picking up litter in the 
neighborhood as part of their community service. 



Calendar of Events 
Friday, April 22   Common Place Closed 

Wednesday, April 27  Tutor Training 
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Workshop, Session 1 

Saturday, April 30  Tutor Training 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Workshop, Session 2 

Saturday, May 9 Tutor Training 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Workshop, Session 3 

Monday, May 28  Common Place Closed 

Thursday, June 9  Love In Action 
5:30 p.m. Reception  Award Dinner 
6:30 p.m. Dinner Pere Marquette Hotel 
 

Pennies!   Pennies!   Pennies! 
Do you have a pennies jar?  Remember saved pennies 
can help support the summer youth programs.  Pennies 
can be dropped off at Common Place anytime. 
 
 

Meet Our 2011 Board of Governors 
Common Place is proud to announce its 2011 slate of 
officers and board members: 

Roberta Koscielski (Peoria Public Library), Chairperson 
Jim Bremner (Winters Insurance), Vice-Chair 
Phil Cline (Retired), Treasurer 
Cheryl Dawson (Heartland Bank), Secretary 

Ken Baumgartner  John Minor 
Kristen Berchtold  Dana Oaks 
Sally Boers   Tim Pleasant 
Meghan Brinker  Shelby Reed 
Dr. Pat Chrosniak  Karen Scott 
Dick Cridlebaugh  Chris Spears 
Irene Faulkner   Brent Teubel 
Johanne Grewell  Chuck Walker 
Lindsay Harms    Marcus Washington 
Shirley King   Marty Watkins 
Sharon Lansdowne  Sandy Wuttke 

 
We are grateful for the following generous grant 
support to assist our programs--- 
Churches in Illinois and Wisconsin, for Promising 
Futures Program; Rotary of Peoria for the Emergency 
Food Pantry; Illinois Humanities Council for Peoria 
Reads 2011; Peoria Pilot Club for materials for New
Challenges adult literacy classes; and Grace and Peace 
Church for “Eye on Success” group for Adult Literacy. 

Common Place’s 10 Most Wanted
1. Email Address for sending 

newsletters – please help us cut back 
on mailing expenses 

2. Sturdy, new or gently used card tables 

3. First Aid Supplies: bandages, antibiotic 
ointment, gauze pads, medical tape, and alcohol 
wipes 

4. School/Office Supplies: 1” and 1-1/2” size 
binders, any color; two-pocket folders; tape – 
masking, packing, duct, and Scotch; washable 
markers; and, glue sticks 

5. Batteries: AA and 9-Volt 

6. Postage Stamps 

7. Cleaning/Kitchen Supplies: bleach, all-purpose 
cleaners, toilet bowl cleaner; sponges; window 
cleaner, liquid hand soap, disinfectants, air-
fresheners, paper towels, paper napkins, plastic 
gloves for serving food, plastic food storage 
bags, and aluminum foil 

8. New or gently used vacuum cleaner, commercial 
use preferred 

9. Yard Tools: lawn spreader, rakes, loppers, hedge 
trimmers, and lawn waste bags 

10. Metal Shelving Units for food pantry 
 
You can help us with our effort to keep our expenses to a 
minimum and to concentrate resources directly on 
serving our program participants, by donating any of the 
above ten most wanted to help Common Place 
operations!

* * * * * * *Save the Date* * * * * *  
 

Common Place 
25th Annual Walk for Reading 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 

8:00 a.m. – Registration 
8:30 a.m. – Walk 

Organize a team this summer! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



Common Place youth staff play the role 
of movie ushers at the Apollo Theater.  
Seated (L to R): Helen Jenkins, Youth 
Director; and, Sue Korth.  Standing (L 
to R): Mike Plezia, Libby Taylor, 
Andrea Griffith, Allie Messmore, and 
Shundell Broomfield. 

Family Reading Nights: 
Discovering the 1940’s & 1950’s 

At Common Place, Youth Director Helen Jenkins knows 
it can be a challenge to make learning interesting for 
children.   However, she has found children enjoy 
learning when it is presented in a fun way.  Her decision 
to bring history alive by traveling through the decades 
with interactive activities is one of her ways to bring fun 
to learning and to present history. 

Mrs. Jenkins decided to start with the 1940’s because it 
was a decade of major change for the United States.  To 
introduce this decade to the children, she and the 
Common Place youth staff engaged the children in 
research prior to and after their February Family 
Reading Night.  All the research created a lot of interest 
in the children and eagerness to learn more. 

At the 1940’s Family Reading Night the children and 
their parents took part in four interactive stations: Home, 
War, Entertainment, and Memorabilia.  The Home 
station listed trivia facts on the cost of items from the 
1940’s, demonstrations, fashion, and tasting of food 
items such as Vienna Sausages.  The War station 
represented military recruitment for WWII and war 
protests.  Since entertainment from the 1940’s didn’t 
include television and DVD’s, Mrs. Jenkins thought it 
was important for children to discover the reel to reel 
movie projector, the first typewriter, and instruments.  
Since most of the children had not seen or heard of the 
reel to reel movie projector, they were all very fascinated 
with it and how it worked.  The Memorabilia station was 
run by an individual who donated her time and her 
artifacts, and spoke about the items she brought and 
explained what it was like to live during that decade. 

The night would not have been complete without a re-
creation of the Bob Hope show with live performances 
from the children.  The children demonstrated dances to 
the songs Swing, Swing, Swing and A-Tisket-A-Tasket.
After the children’s performances a typical 1940’s 
dinner was served with Spam, macaroni and cheese, 
peas, white bread, and Coca-Cola.  Food reactions from 
children ranged from “eeww!” to “that’s good!”, and for 
some parents and grandparents it brought back fond 
memories. 

Entertainment in the 1950’s really took off in theaters, 
television, and music.  Mrs. Jenkin’s goal of recreating 
the 1950’s was to showcase life in Peoria and 
nationwide. 

Once again Mrs. Jenkins and the Common Place staff 
engaged the children in research prior to and after the 
1950’s Family Reading Night in March.  The children 

worked on 
performances of 
hit songs from 
Alvin and the 
Chipmunks’ 
Christmas Song;
Stagger Lee; Ray 
Charles and the 
Raylettes’ Hit The 
Road Jack; and, 
Chuck Berry’s 
Ain’t That A 
Shame.  Each age 
group videotaped 
their performance 
which was then 
made into a 
movie and was 

played at the recreated Apollo Theater inside Common 
Place’s building.  The Common Place youth staff 
dressed as 1950’s movie ushers, escorting the children 
and their parents or grandparents to their movie seats 
after they earned their ten cents movie ticket by 
answering trivia questions about the decade.  The youth 
staff is proud to announce all children earned their 
ticket!  During the movie, sponsor commercials were 
presented from Charmin, and news reports with Ms. Sue 
gave children an idea of what newsworthy topics were 
happening during this time.  Following the movie 
families enjoyed theater food of hot dogs, fries, and root 
beer floats. 

Stay tuned for the 1960’s! 

1940’s Reel to reel 
movie projector.  
This was a big hit 
with the children 
many of whom had 
not seen one or 
heard of one before. 

To be ignorant of what occurred before 
you were born is to remain always a 

child.  For what is the worth of human 
life, unless it is woven into the life of 

our ancestors by the records of history? 
– Cicero, Orator



Volunteer Corner 
Meet Peggy Miller.  Peggy has been volunteering at Common Place for less than a 
year, however she has made a big impact on many lives.  Peggy is originally from the 
south suburbs of Chicago, then moved to the west suburbs after she married her 
husband, Glenn.  She experienced rural living when her family moved to Bradford, 
living there for fifteen years.  Peggy and her husband have now been residing in Peoria 
for the last nine years.  Peggy is a Bradley University graduate and is a certified 
paralegal. However, learning didn’t stop with a degree.  She decided to pursue an 
interest in art and is currently taking art classes.

Volunteering is not new to Peggy.  She has volunteered for her congregation, served on 
the board at the YMCA in Kewanee, helped at the United Way in Stark County, and at 

the Friendship House.  When asked how she heard of Common Place she replied, “I saw the Common Place 
sign on Western hill”.  Seeing that sign sparked her interest to learn more about Common Place and what 
services we offer to the community.  Peggy started her volunteering at Common Place with helping the food 
pantry.  She organized volunteers from Illinois Central College, coordinated a food drive with her congregation, 
and worked with the Peoria Area Anti-Hunger Coalition Can-A-Thon drive with food pick-ups.  She also 
continues to help our food pantry with food pick-ups at the local food banks.  She stated she grew up in a large 
family that was not financially secure so having food in the house was something her family worked hard for.  
To this day Peggy says she likes to see a full bag of groceries.

Besides helping out with the food pantry, Peggy also tutors children in our 5th and 6th grade program.
According to Peggy, tutoring with the children has been a blessing.  She stated, “I never expected to have such a 
deep relationship between me and the children, and the children with me.”  Her determination to help others 
doesn’t stop with the food pantry and tutoring.  Peggy arranged for a guest speaker for the youth programs to 
help the children connect with the Peoria Reads book selection and to inspire them to achieve their goals and 
dreams.  She has provided baked goods and other food items for the children as incentives, or to help the staff 
with Tutor Training Workshops, Family Reading Nights, and Operation Education events.   

Peggy truly believes in an old Jewish value Tikkun Olam, which means to repair the world, so she tries to 
always put her love into action to repair the world.   Peggy also stated she likes volunteering for Common Place 
because she likes helping an organization that gives educational skills to people.  She really appreciates how 
Common Place is a professionally run organization, and she enjoys how everyone gets along like a close-knit 
family.  Peggy’s advice for anyone thinking about volunteering: “You get far more out of it than you’d ever 
dream of.”

 
Thank You! 

Thank you to the congregations, 
individuals, and groups who helped 
stock our food pantry shelves this 
past winter!  We are very grateful 
for your generosity and heartfelt 
responses.  Because of your help, we 
were able to help many families and 
neighbors.

Teach an Adult to Read 
The Adult Literacy staff at Common Place is 
offering a Tutor Orientation and Training 
Workshop series at Common Place on 

� Wed., September 29, 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
� Saturday, October 2, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
� Saturday, October 9, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Cost is $20 for materials.  Registration is 
required.  Call Carol, 674-3315, to register. 

 



Volunteers from Caterpillar 
applying a fresh coat of paint 
to the third floor hallway and 
5th & 6th grade room.  What a 
difference the new paint 
made!   

The Faces of Common Place 

Top: Children ready to spread cheer 
through Christmas caroling. 

Bottom: 5th & 6th grade students showing 
off a dance for Black History Month. 

Left: Youth showing off Wii 
dancing for Common Place Board 
of Governors. 

Top: Two of our youth show off their 
trophy won at the Boys Scouts’ 
Pinewood Derby. 

Volunteers



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS from November 1, 2010 to March 29, 2011
Dick & Dolly Albers; Fred & Sharon Altman; Ameren CILCO; Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Inc.; Allen & Shirley Andrews; Anshai Emeth 
Congregation; Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Armstrong; Eldon & Beverly Arnold; Mr. & Mrs. Dale Athey; Helen Aupperle; Mr. & Mrs. Don Axt; Dorothy 
Baker; Dr. Frankie Baker; Roger & Vickie Baker; Cynthia Baldwin; Rick & Jeanne Ballor; Sidney & Florence Banwart; Peter & Jeanne Barclay;  
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Barnes; Bob & Karen Bartelt; Bartonville United Methodist Church; Jennifer Bass; Gary & Vicki Baumgarten; Ken & Judy 
Baumgartner; Kristen & Dan Berchtold; Mr. & Mrs. Harold Berg; Harold & Mary Berjohn; Rob Bielenberg; Janet Bishop; Joyce Blumenshine;     
Mr. & Mrs. Mahlon Blumenshine; Anne Bodtke; Sally Boers; Mrs. Hank Bordeaux; Michael Bork & Sheryl Cohen; Dr. & Mrs. Rida Boulos;     
Ellen Boulton; Marilyn Boyle; Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bragg; Jim & Alice Bremner; Gerald & Donna Brookhart; Shirley Brooks; Barbara Brown;    
Brenda Brown; Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Brown; Ned & Mary Brown; David & Joan Buchanan; Michael Buckley; George & Isabel Bull; Harold &
Martha Burdess; Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bush; John & Letha Byrne; Beverly Caballero; Ross & Susan Canterbury; Frank & Janice Carder;              
Joyce Carlisle; Peggy Carter; Kathy & Kent Casey; Lois Casson; Caterpillar Retirees Club; Christian Church in IL & WI; Joydip Chakravarty & 
Swetashilpi Ghosh; Chartis; Mr. & Mrs. C. Christiansen; Betty Church; Mrs. Neil E. Clifton; Phil & Noel Cline; Jack & Anna Clinton;            
Carolyn Close; Steve & Minta Colburn; Commerce Bancshares Foundation; Community Lawn Care; Community United Church of Christ;          
Kath Conver; Sharon Corn; Dean & Cathy Costello; Doug & Nanacy Crew; Dick & Doreve Cridlebaugh; Gilbert & Patricia Crosby; Pat Dallman;    
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Daly; Mr. & Mrs. Tom Daman; Dr. & Mrs. C. Danehower; Cheryl & Mike Dawson; Byron DeHaan; Emil & Jan Deissler;     
Delta Kappa Gamma, NU Chapter; Elaine Dentino; Mrs. Richard Dill; Jack & Betty Dixon; Dick & Marj Dodson; Dr. & Mrs. Ben Dolin;            
Peter Donis; Donald & Mary Doyle; Robert & Barbara Draper; Lee & Ellie Dunbar; Robert Durham; Judge & Mrs. R. Eagleton; Dan & Betty 
Ekstrand; Hayne Ellis III; Sherry Emerick & Larry Emerick; Engineering Design & Development Inc; Dennis & Paula Ewald; James & Irma Fawley; 
Sybil F. Feldman; Mr. & Mrs. Randy Fellerhoff; The Craig Fenton Family Foundation Inc; Jayne Ferguson; Ida Ferree; First Baptist Church Peoria; 
First Baptist Church Afternoon Literature Circle; First Christian Church Creve Coeur; First Christian Church Peoria; First Christian Church Peoria 
Builders Class; First Christian Church Walnut; First Federated Church Peoria; First Presbyterian Church Delavan; First United Methodist Church 
Peoria; Rita & Pete Fischbach; William & Cynthia Fischer; Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Fishman; Ted W. & Kerri Fleming; Adele Fleming; Mrs. Richard 
Fogler; Ralph Ford; Edwin Frederick; Mrs. Trenchard French; Dr. & Mrs. Fred Fry; Ben & Inez Fulford; Drew Gay; G.E. Foundation; Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Gilmore; Steve & Paula Gilmore; Glen Oak Christian Church; Glen Oak Christian Women; Larry & Janette Godin; Dr. & Mrs. Frank Gold; 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldberg; Winifred Golden; Dr. & Mrs. David Gorenz; Lottie Gorski; Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gove; Grace & Peace Lutheran Church; 
Alan Grady; Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gray; Johanne Grewell; Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Grichnik; Mr. & Mrs. Bud Grieves; Mr. & Mrs. Frank Grimsley; 
Homer & Barb Gurtler; Hagerty Bros. Co. Foundation; Kent Hannah; Eleonore Hansen; Dr. & Mrs. Reid Hansen; Mr. & Mrs. Ed. Hanson; Mr. & 
Mrs. Bill Hardin; Herman & Evelyn Harding; Jay & Rita Harms; John Harms; Lindsay Harms; Mrs. Geneva Harper; Miles Hauter; Heart of Illinois 
United Way; John & Patty Heimann; Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hein; Dr. & Mrs. Rich Helm; Charles & Kimberly Hemmer; Susan Herring; Bernard
Hickey; Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hinrichs; John & Goldie Hoffmire; Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hofford; Carol Hoover; Mrs. Philip Z. Horton, Jr.; Debra Houser; 
Howe/Yockey Funeral Homes; Dr. & Mrs. Fred Hoy; Katherine Hutchings; Joseph Hutchinson; Bill & Jean Ihnow; IL Humanities Council; Illinois 
Central College; Katie & Tom Jenkins; Thomas & Alice Johns; Elizabeth Johnston; Maxine Jones; Dr. Jack Katz; Carl & Barbara Kelley; Alan 
Kenworthy; Thomas & Janice Kleppe; Lillian Knight; Mr. & Mrs. Larry Koch; Owen Kolstad; Roberta Koscielski; George & Norma Kottemann;             
Kathleen Krippel; Philip & Barbara Kuhl; Dr. & Mrs. Darmon Kuntz; Maryann Dombrink-Kurtzman; Richard & Marsha Kutter; Dr. & Mrs. James 
Lagocki; Kathryn Lambert & Griff Garmers; Mr. & Mrs. Michael Landwirth; Sandra Lasater; Robert & Carol Lavick; Veronica Lee; Robert
Lehnhausen; Kathleen Leonard;  Larry & Kate Locher; Robert & Gwen Lombard; Mrs. Robert Loveless; Terry & Laura Machetti; Mackinaw
Christian Church; Mackinaw Christian Women; Marian Marshall; Harvey & Janet Masimore; Dr. Frances Matthews; Carol & Roger May; M. Kay 
Maynard; James & Jean McCollum; Jim & Betty McCumber; Rev. Brooks & Linda McDaniel; Jo Ann McFarlin; Kenneth McGann; Marge 
McGaughey; Muriel McKee; Marion McKenney; David & Anne McMullen; Mr. & Mrs. Brian Meginnes; Mrs. Lee Mehl; Memorial Christian 
Church; Memorial Christian Women; Bob & Mary Ann Middleton; Bill & Nancy Miles; Beverly Miller; Susan & John Miller; Mr. & Mrs. H.J. 
Mitchell; Jeanne Harris Mitchell; David & Jean Monroe; Morton United Methodist Women; Moser’s Shoes; Mr. & Mrs. David Mueller; Alice Nash; 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Nathan; Nauvoo United Methodist Church; Mary Beth Nebel; Karl & Donna Nerstad; Coral Ness & Lynn Ann Boon; New
Bedford Christian Women; Barbara Newburg; Janelle Niemeier; Mr. & Mrs. David Nixon; Mr. & Mrs. Kent Noble; James & Kelly Noe; John & 
Judith Norris; Northminster Presbyterian Church; Dr. & Mrs. Bud Novotny; Dr. & Mrs. Phares O’Daffer; Mrs. William O’Neill; Glenn Oertley; 
Alexius & Eugenia Olson; Marilyn & William Owen; Mrs. Theodore Page; Parkview UCC Women; Robert & Ann Parrett; Peoria Area Anti-Hunger 
Coalition; Peoria Heights Congregational Church; Barbara Peters; Errol & Mary Peterson; Peg Phillips; Tim & Debra Pleasant; Richard Popp; Mrs. 
L.H. Princen; David Prindable; Prospect United Methodist Church; Dr.  Roberto S. Puentes; Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Rager; Henry & Nancy Rakoff; 
Camille Ratcliff; Kathy Rennick; Warren & Carol Reynolds; Jim & Sheila Reynolds; John & Marilyn Reynolds; Lester & Virginia Riley; William & 
Patricia Rinehart; Sandra Rivan; Roanoke Concrete Products Co.; Mrs. Rex Robinson; Jerry & Billie Rocke; Dr. William K. Rohwedder; Rotary 
Club of Peoria Downtown; Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roth; Mr. Bernard Rubin; Mr. & Mrs. James Russell; David & Jody Ryan; Salem Lutheran Church; 
Lois Sampson; Mr. & Mrs. George Schaefer; Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Schaidle: Barbara Schefelbein; Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schellenberg; Mr. & Mrs. Matt 
Schellenberg; Rebecca Hammer Schermann; Mrs. Clifford Schneider; John & Mary Schultz; Allin & Betty Schweitzer; Donald & Meredith Seaton; 
William & Marjorie Semmens; Mrs. John Sheen; Jodi Shields; Terry & Carol Shirley; Stephanie Sierra; Mr. &  Mrs. Ron Slonneger; Sally Snyder; 
Mr. & Mrs. Giles Sorrells; South Side Trust & Saving; St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Washington; St. Paul Lutheran Church Benson; James 
Stevenson; Dr. & Mrs. Harry Stone; George Stout; Hiles Stout; Mr. & Mrs. Fred Stuber; Barbara Sumner; Sunnyland Christian Church; Sunnyland 
Christian Women; Kay & Steve Sutton; Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Swager; Edward Szynaka; Douglas & Jo Anne Temple; Temple Lodge #46; Brent & 
Lynn Teubel; Matt Timm; Stephen Trainor; Mr. & Mrs. Guy Treadway; Tom Trefzger, Jr.; Truist; Mrs. Robert H. Truitt; Carol Turbett; Janet Turner; 
Norma Turner; Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ullman; Mrs. Richard Ullman; Barbara Unes; United Presbyterian Church; United Presbyterian Women;
Universalist Unitarian Church; Dr. & Mrs. Ira Uretzky; Erik & Kathryn Varness; Nancy & Harvey Varness; Charles & Monique Verbeke; Versa 
Press; Mr. & Mrs. Ken Volz; Mr. & Mrs. Jay Vonachen; Sr. Betty Voss; Tim & Connie Voss; Eugene & Margaret Voss;  John & Margie Wagner; 
John & Jill Wahlfeld; Chuck Walker; Faye Walker; Ms. Freddie Walker; Paul R. Watson; Jane Weede; Dave Weiman & Linda Lyman; Dr. & Mrs. 
Herb Weinstein; John & Lynn Wellinghoff; Dr. & Mrs. Max Wessler; Dr. & Mrs. Owen West; Randy & Mary Jane West; Westminster Presbyterian 
Church; White Chapel United Methodist Church; Jackie & Curtis White; William & Beverly White; Joe & Judy Willard; Claude Williams; Gervaise 
Winkler; Dwight & Diane Winnett; Mr. & Mrs. William Witherell; Maurine Witte; Marilyn Wood; Gayle Workman;  Mr. & Mrs. Rudi Wuttke;  
Rev. & Mrs. C.W. Zander; Dr. & Mrs. Mike Zichterman; Alvin & Susan Ziegler; Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Zika; and, Don & Beth Zumwalt 

Thank you to all donors.  We apologize for any omissions or incorrect listings in the donor list.  If you feel that an error has occurred, contact 
Common Place at 674-3315.  Please be reminded that the list reflects contributions received between November 1, 2010 to March 29, 2011.



This is your chance to get a beautiful, weed-free lawn 
and support Common Place at the same time.  
Community Lawn Care is locally owned by Don 
Schumacher, who has over 30 years of golf and lawn 
turf experience.  Community Lawn Care provides 
fertilization as well as weed, insect, and disease control 
services for the turf grasses of central Illinois. The good 
news is that 10% of every dollar you spend goes to 
support Common Place.  All Community Lawn Care 
services are competitively priced and guaranteed.  Call 
309-369-2378 for a free lawn analysis and estimate. 

Peoria Reads! Returns! 
Returns? Yes, after being affiliated with The Big Read 
for four years, we are now back to our original name, 
Peoria Reads!, for the 10th anniversary of our annual one 
city/one book community reading project. 

This year’s project is bringing the community together to 
try to understand what it takes to help the youth of our 
community succeed. Our chosen book, The Other Wes 
Moore: One Name, Two Fates is the story of two boys 
and the journey of a generation. If two boys with the 
same name grow up in poverty and fatherless just blocks 
apart in a decaying city, how does one end up in jail for 
life while the other becomes a Rhodes Scholar, army 
officer, White House Fellow, and business leader?  On 
December 11, 2000, The Baltimore Sun ran an article 
about how the book’s author, Wes Moore, despite his 
troubled childhood, had just received The Rhodes Schol-
arship. At the same time, The Sun was running stories 
about four African-American men who were arrested for 
the murder of an off-duty Baltimore police officer during 
an armed robbery. One of the men convicted was just 
two years older than Wes, lived in the same neighbor-
hood, and in an uncanny turn, was also named 
Wes Moore. The author decided to write to the other 
Wes Moore and to his surprise received a letter back and 
thus began a relationship which exposed how two young 
men started from the same place, made very different 
choices at each turn of the road and ended in very 
different places. As the author states, “The chilling truth 
is that his story could have been mine. The tragedy is 
that my story could have been his.” Read the book and 
decide for yourself, what makes the difference. 

The companion book chosen for middle school readers 
(but of interest level for adults as well) is We Beat the 
Street, by Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and 

Rameck Hunt. These three successful doctors grew up in 
the inner city with many strikes against them. Their lives 
could have turned out differently, but their promise to 
support each, along with the help of others along the 
way, carried them through to reach their goals. 

Even though limited funding has presented some 
challenges this year, interest and community support is 
high. Alumni groups, book clubs, PNC Bank (in 
conjunction with District 150) and others have worked to 
see that books are available for students. Peoria Reads! 
has also been fortunate to supply some books through a 
grant from the Ross E. and Susan M. Canterbury Fund of 
The Community Foundation of Central Illinois, as well 
as a grant from the Illinois Humanities Council, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Illinois 
General Assembly. 

Our two community events this year are: 

Interview with Wes Moore (by skype) 
Monday, April 18 at 9am 
Bradley University, Marty Theater 

“Helping Youth Succeed” Panel Discussion 
with keynote by Carl Cannon 
Tuesday, April 19 at 7pm 
RiverPlex

Wes Moore says that public servants—the teachers, 
mentors and volunteers who work with our youth—are 
as imperative to our national standing and survival as are 
our armed forces. As we say with Peoria Reads!----Read 
the book and get involved!    
 

Common Place 
Love In Action Award Dinner 

CARL CANNON 
2011 recipient 

Thursday, June 9, 2011 
5:30 p.m. Reception & Cocktails 

6:30 p.m. Dinner 

Pere Marquette Hotel 
Tickets $50 

Reservation deadline May 31, 2011 

Call Stephanie at 674-3315 ext. 11, 
for information or reservations. 



COMMON PLACE 
514 S. Shelley Street 
Peoria, IL 61605-1837 
Phone: 309-674-3315 
Fax: 309-674-0627 
Email: commonplace@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.commonplacepeoria.org 

Yes!  I want to help support Common Place. 
 
 

________ Contribution to General Fund 
 

_________ Contribution to Summer Youth Programs 

_________Volunteer to tutor
 
 
 MY NAME & ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 
  
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

**Check out our website: www.commonplacepeoria.org for online giving.  
Starting in April! 
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