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Summer Youth Programs 
Every spring dozens of neighborhood youth come to Common Place wanting to know if we 
are having the Summer Youth Work Study (ages 8 – 12) or Summer Teen Employment 
Program and Services (ages 13 – 15) and to fill out an application.  Word gets around fast 
among the youth that Common Place’s summer programs are a lot of fun, and fill to capacity 
very fast. 
 
Each youth is enrolled in one, four-week session and will participate in 4-H gardening and 
nutrition classes; one week of chef’s school; studying the summer theme of African-
American influence on our culture, specifically inventions; litter pick-up and delivering fliers 
in the neighborhood; early employment skills; and, take a field trip that corresponds to the 
studied theme.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on attendance, timeliness, participation, attitude, performance of tasks, and cooperation 
with others, each child could earn an allowance up to $20/week for the younger children and 
$25/week for the older youth.  Many of these children use the allowance to help buy school 
supplies, school clothes and shoes, or special items such as a new CD.  Some of the children 
even share their allowance with their siblings.  Allowances are possible because of the 
generosity of individual donations. 
 
Common Place also provides summer tutoring for grades K – 12.  This gives children an 
opportunity to get the extra help they need in a certain subject, such as math, science, reading, 
or alphabet recognition, or to just get a boost in their studies and skills they already have 
acquired.  During the seven-week tutoring program, children meet two days a week for a one 
hour or two hour session.  Tutoring will run from June16 through July 30.  If you would like 
to volunteer your time tutoring a child with their school studies, please call Shirley at 674-
3315. 
 

Common Place Love In Action Award Dinner 
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2009 
5:30 p.m. Reception & Cocktails 

6:30 p.m. Dinner 
Pere Marquette Hotel 

Tickets $40 
Reservation deadline May 26 

Call Stephanie at 674-3315 ext. 11, for information or reservations 
 

 



Letter from the Executive Director 
During a discussion at a recent school board 
meeting, research was cited that determined 
that children who “disengage” from school 
often do so as early as 3rd

 

. grade. We are not 
surprised. We frequently meet children of all 
ages who newly enroll in our programs with a 
disinterest in school and/or learning for a 
variety of reasons. Then our loving and 
experienced staff and tutors take them by the 
hand and help them to discover that they have 
skills and abilities, and that the world is a 
wondrous place full of exciting learning 
experiences. They discover that learning to 
read and to embrace books opens an infinite 
world of possibilities. Oh, yes, there is 
homework help and tutoring. But learning is so 
much more—just read through the newsletter 
to find some recent experiences—from walking 
in the steps of Rosa Parks to writing a mystery 
play. 
 
Thank you for your generosity this past year 
in supporting over 150 children and youth in 
summer work and learning skill activities, 
after-school tutoring, and learning experiences 
that change lives. 
 
Gratefully yours, 
Connie 
 

Volunteer Corner 
Volunteers are the heart of all not-for-profit 
organizations.  Since January, Mary McAfee has been 
volunteering at Common Place several hours each week 
assisting the administrative staff.   

Mary is from Peoria, and is 
married to Robert.  She has two 
adult daughters and three 
granddaughters.  Mary retired 
from Caterpillar on October 1, 
2003, after 31 years of service 
as a Material Analyst at the 
Mossville Tech Center. 
 
The need to get involved and 

help disadvantaged children is what Mary said got her 
searching the Internet for an organization where she 
could volunteer.  Mary said what keeps her coming back 
every week is “the warm, friendly, receptive staff, and 
the reward of helping anyone who needs help.”  Mary 
enjoys volunteering so much that she has now added 
tutoring Common Place’s kindergarten children after 
school. 

Meet Our 2009 Board of Governors 
Common Place is proud to announce its new slate of 
officers and board members. 
 
Roberta Koscielski (Peoria Public Library), Chairperson 
Stan Ogden (Ameren CILCO), Vice-Chair 
Karen Scott (Busey Bank), Treasurer 
Johanne Grewell (Retired), Secretary 
 
Ken Baumgartner, Jim Bremner, Lisa Buettner, 
Kevin Carter, Dr. Pat Chrosniak, Phillip Cline, 
Dick Cridlebaugh, Mia Crowder, Jan Curley, 
Cheryl Dawson, Terry Glynn, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Jr., 
Lindsay Harms, Shirley King, Sharon Lansdowne, 
Katie McCord Jenkins, John Minor, Shelby Reed, 
Leo Ruemmler, Chris Spears, Lisa Sutherland, Brent 
Teubel, Chuck Walker, Claude Williams, and Sandy 
Wuttke 
 
 
 
 

Pennies!   Pennies!   Pennies! 
Remember to save your pennies to help support the 
summer youth programs.  Pennies can be dropped off at 
Common Place anytime. 
 
 
 
 
 

Money Smart Week in Peoria 
The third annual Money Smart Week is coming to 
Peoria, with finance-related workshops to be held 
throughout the community.  The following workshops 
are open to the public, and will be held at Common 
Place. 
 
●Monday, April 20* 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Preparing to be Financially Responsible 
Event Audience: high school students 
*RSVP Required by 4/17/09, Call Stephanie at 674-3315 
 
●Tuesday, April 21 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
What’s New with Food Stamps and WIC Program? 
 
●Tuesday, April 21 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Township Relief Services 
 
●Thursday, April 23 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Shop Thrifty and Look Great! 



Calendar of Events 
February 21 – March 7  The Peoria Art Guild 
  invites you to design 
  your own book cover 
  for The Maltese Falcon 
  
Sunday, March 1  Nominations open: 
    Love In Action Award 
 
Monday, March 2  Big Read: Peoria Reads 
6:30 p.m.   PBS Documentary 
Free - open to public  “American Masters –  
ICC North   Dashiell Hammett” 
Arbor Hall Auditorium 
 
Tuesday, March 3  Big Read: Peoria Reads 
7:00 p.m.   Travels Through 
Free - open to public  Literature 
ICC North, Arbor Hall Auditorium 
 
Wednesday, March 4  Big Read: Peoria Reads 
Noon - bring your lunch  “The Maltese Falcon 
Lakeview Library  and Beyond”  
    book discussion 
 
Sunday, March 8  Big Read: Peoria Reads 
2:00 p.m.   The Mystery of the 
Free - open to public  Peoria Falcon 
Lakeview Museum Auditorium 
 
Monday, March 9  Meet author Julie Rivett 
9:00 a.m.   granddaughter of 
Free - open to public  Dashiell Hammett 
ICC Lecture Arts Hall, Room 127, East Peoria Campus 
 
Monday, March 9  Meet author Julie Rivett 
2:00 p.m. 
Free - open to public 
Bradley University, Neumiller Hall 
 
Monday, March 9  Meet author Julie Rivett 
7:00 p.m. 
Free - open to public - free Parking 
Peoria Public Library, Main Street Branch 
 
Wednesday, March 11  Julie Rivett Luncheon 
12:00 p.m.   Tickets $15 
Lakeview Museum  Reservations required 
    309-674-3315 
 
Saturday, March 14  Author Sara Paretsky 
2:00 p.m. – free event – free parking 
Reservations required, call 497-2186 
Peoria Public Library, Main Street Branch 
 
 

Wednesday, March 18  Broadcast of The Case 
6:00 p.m.   of the Missing 
Comcast channel 22 & 44 Manuscript 
 
Wednesday, March 25  Broadcast of The Case 
6:00 p.m.   of the Missing 
Comcast channel 22 & 44 Manuscript 
 
Wednesday, April 1  Deadline: Love In 

Action Award 
nominations 

 
Friday, April 10   Closed – Good Friday 
 
Saturday, April 18  Money Smart Week 

begins (see article for 
Common Place 
workshops) 

 
Wednesday, April 29  Tutor Training 
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Workshop, Session 1 
 
 
Saturday, May 2  Tutor Training 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Workshop, Session 2 
 
Saturday, May 16  Tutor Training 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Workshop, Session 3 
 
May 21    Youth Awards Banquet 
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, May 25  Closed – Memorial Day 
 
Tuesday, June 9   Love In Action Award 
    Dinner 
 
* For more information on the Big Read: Peoria Reads 
The Maltese Falcon, please visit 
www.bigreadpeoriareads.org (note: new website) 
 
 
 
 
 
This is your chance to get a beautiful, weed-free lawn 
and support Common Place at the same time.  
Community Lawn Care is locally owned by Don 
Schumacher, who has over 30 years of golf and lawn 
turf experience.  Community Lawn Care provides 
fertilization as well as weed, insect, and disease control 
services for the turf grasses of central Illinois. The good 
news is that 10% of every dollar you spend goes to 
support Common Place.  All Community Lawn Care 
services are competitively priced and guaranteed.  Call 
309-369-2378 for a free lawn analysis and estimate.  

http://www.bigreadpeoriareads.org/�
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Family Reading Night 
Focuses on Mysteries 

Adults and youth alike are getting involved with the Big 
Read: Peoria Reads genre of mystery.  The youth at 
Common Place are doing just that.  In honor of the 
inauguration of our President, Common Place’s latest 
family reading night focused on mysteries of our 
nation’s Capitol. 
 
The youth of Common Place’s after school programs 
entertained their families with a play they wrote based 
on the book series Capitol Mysteries.  The third and 
fourth grade students acted out the play, “Who Cloned 
the President?” while having interchanging background 
scenes projected behind them.  The children wanted to 
know from their family if they could identify the real 
president. 
 
Other plays included, “Kidnap at the Capitol”, presented 
by the seventh and eighth grade students; “Skeleton in 
the Smithsonian”, written by the first and second grade 
children; “A Spy in the White House” written and acted 
by the fifth and sixth grade youth; and, short animal 
mysteries by the kindergarten class. 
 
The families had a great time watching their children act 
out the play they helped write, and trying to solve the 
mysteries presented to them.  The staff and children also 
enjoyed the night and plan to have another mystery 
family reading night in April with a mystery meal theme 
and poetry. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students Celebrate 
Rosa Parks’ Birthday 

Although the definition of a hero varies, depending on 
who you ask, everyone can name at least one person 
who they consider to be a hero.  Who is on your list?  
Would your list include Rosa Parks? 
 

 
 

 
On February 2, the kindergarten through fourth grade 
students learned what a hero is, and how Rosa Parks is a 
hero.  Delta Kappa Gamma, Nu Chapter, read to the 
children If a Bus Could Talk, which is a story of Rosa 
Parks’ life from childhood through adulthood.  In her 
adult years it explains how she refused to give up her 
bus seat, and how it took 381 days of protests and 
finding alternative routes of getting to and from work 
before being allowed to ride on the bus again.  Mary 
Sutton designed a historical timeline for the children to 
follow as they listened to the story.  Chris Berto made a 
replica of the famous bus that Rosa Parks rode.  The 
children marched 381 steps around the room and were 
finally given tickets to ride the bus.  The song “Hero 
Within Us” played as the children boarded the bus. 
 
The children also had silhouettes made of their faces and 
were given time to draw in the details of their face.  The 
portraits were then placed in the windows and doorway 
of the bus.  The evening ended with singing “Happy 
Birthday” to Rosa Parks and enjoying patriotic cupcakes. 
 
 
 

  

Chris Berto of Delta Kappa Gamma, Nu Chapter, stands in 
front of the bus she replicated from Rosa Parks’ life. 

Children drawing 
detailed features 
of their face on 
their portrait 
silhouette. 

Teach an Adult to Read 
The Adult Literacy staff at Common Place is 
offering a Tutor Orientation and Training 
Workshop series at Common Place on 
 
▪ Wednesday, April 29, 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
▪ Saturday, May 2, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 
▪ Saturday, May 16, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Cost is $15 for materials.  Registration is 
required.  For more information or to register, 
call Delvera Collins at 674-3315. 



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS from November 1, 2008 through February 25, 2009

Community Lawn Care 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Altorfer 

Ameren Cilco 
Jeanne Anderson 
Allen & Shirley Andrews                          
Thelma Arnett 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Athey 
Helen Aupperle 
Richard & Mary Ayres 
Chip & Jean Backlund 
Jeffrey & Jean Baile 
Dorothy Baker 
Marie F. Baker 
Roger & Vickie Baker 
Rick & Jeanne Ballor 
Sidney & Florence Banwart 
Peter & Jeanne Barclay 
Bobby & Sandra Barnard 
June Barrick 
Bob & Karen Bartelt 
Rev. John Bates 
Ken & Judy Baumgartner 
Ron Baurer 
Gregory & Kristine Bell 
Harold & Mary Berjohn 
Bethel United Methodist 
Bethel UMC Women 
Janet Bishop 
Lisa Bishop  
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Blunier 
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Bodtke 
Mrs. Hank Bordeaux 
Dr. & Mrs. Rida Boulos 
Michael & Patricia Brandt 
Jim & Alice Bremner 
Robert & Barbara Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Brown 
Ned & Mary Brown 
George & Isabel Bull 
Bob & Marilyn Bunting 
Harold & Martha Burdess 
Busey Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bush 
Steve Bush 
John & Letha Byrne 
Beverly Caballero 
George Cackley 
Callender & Co. 
Cindy Calvert 
Dale & Marianne Campbell 
Ross & Susan Canterbury 
Frank & Janice Carder 
Peggy Carter 
Kent & Kathy Casey 
Hannah Chapman 
Children’s Home of IL 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Christiansen 
Mrs. Neil E. Clifton 
Phillip & Noel Cline 
Jack & Anna Clinton 
Commerce Bancshares Foundation 
Community United Church of Christ 
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Connor 
Kath Conver 
Mr. & Mrs. David Cook 
J. William & Karen Cordes 
Jim & Rhea Cornwell 

Dean & Cathy Costello 
Jim Cote 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Covey 
Sandra Crow 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Debord 
Dr. & Mrs. James Debord 
Byron DeHaan 
Delta Kappa Gamma, Nu Chapter 
Mr. & Mrs. Norton Diamond 
Olladine Dikeman 
Mrs. Richard Dill 
Dick & Marj Dodson 
Dr. & Mrs. Ben Dolin 
Mrs. Mary Dossey 
Tom Dresden 
Harry & Helen Dunn 
Robert Durham 
Judge & Mrs. R. Eagleton 
Genola Edwards 
Dan & Betty Ekstrand 
Engineering Design & Development 
Eureka Christian Church 
Eureka UMC Women 
Faith United Methodist 
Kim Farlin & Denise Durrell 
Farmington United Methodist 
James & Irma Fawley 
Mrs. Arnold Feldman 
John & Lu Anne Fendrich 
Bonnie J. Fenton 
The Craig Fenton Family Foundation 
Christine Finley 
First Baptist Church, Peoria 
First Baptist Doubles Class 
First Christian Church, Henry 
First Christian Church, Pekin 
First Christian Church, Peoria 
First Christian Peoria Builders Class 
First Christian Church, Walnut 
First Presbyterian Church, Delavan 
First United Methodist, East Peoria 
First United Methodist, Peoria 
First UMC Harvesters Class 
Pete & Rita Fischbach 
Ted W. & Kerri Fleming 
Mrs. Walt Fleming 
Barbara Fletcher 
Mrs. Richard Fogler 
Frank & Twila Ford 
Ralph Ford 
Michael & Jessica Frasca 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Fry 
Ben & Inez Fulford 
Mrs. Ralph Garrabrant 
Mary Gensel 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gilmore 
Glen Oak Christian Church 
Terry & Carol Glynn 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Gold 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldberg 
Winifred Golden 
Mary Goodner 
John & Julie Gordon 
Grace United Methodist, Pekin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gray 
Johanne Grewell 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Grichnik 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Grimsley 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Gudat 
Harold & Patricia Haller 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hardin 
Herman & Evelyn Harding 
John & Judith Hauck 
Miles Hauter 
Helen Healy 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Heidrich 
Hein Construction Co. 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hein 
Jim Hein 
Bernard Hickey 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hofford 
Ann R. Holmes 
Mark Hoyer 
Judge & Mrs. Charles Iben 
Bill & Jean Ihnow 
IL. Conference UCC 
IL Humanities Council 
IL Mutual Insurance 
Tom & Katie Jenkins 
Thomas & Alice Johns 
Roy & Deborah Kamp 
Dr. Jack Katz 
Homer Keller 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kellogg 
Grace Kelly 
Alan Kenworthy 
Carl Kepner 
Allen & Sharon Kilgore 
Kiwanis Foundation, Downtown Peo. 
Thomas & Janice Kleppe 
Terry Knueppel 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Koch 
George & Norma Kottemann 
Mr. & Mrs. Len Kuchan 
Maryann Dombrink-Kurtzman 
Richard & Marsha Kutter 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Landwirth 
Kelly Langen 
Rich & Sharon Lansdowne 
Sandra Lasater 
Robert & Carol Lavick 
Robert Lehnhausen 
Janice Lin 
Lincoln Office 
Jim Linsley 
Larry & Kate Locher 
Barbara & Doyle Long 
Mrs. Robert Loveless 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Lutgens 
Terry & Laura Machetti 
Mackinaw Christian Church 
Carol Madden 
Marian Marshall 
Harvey & Janet Masimore 
David & Phyllis Matheny 
Dr. Frances Matthews 
Carol & Roger May 
Michael & Danila McAsey 
Mr. & Mrs. Michel McCord 
Kenneth F. McGann 
Marge McGaughey 
Muriel McKee 
David & Anne McMullen 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Meginnes 



Mrs. Lee Mehl 
Memorial Christian Church 
Memorial Christian Women 
Mescher Law Offices P.C. 
Andrew & Dorothy Meyers 
Susan & John Miller 
Louisa Miller 
John & Betty Minor 
Dr. Scott Moats & Dr. Michele Moul 
Sharon Montgomery 
Mrs. Robert Morgan 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Morrissey 
Morton UMC Women 
Elliott Murray 
John & Mary Lou Murray 
Pamela Murrell 
Alice Nash 
Nauvoo United Methodist 
Coral Ness & Lynn Ann Boon 
New Bedford Christian Women 
Mr. & Mrs. David Nixon 
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Noble 
Paul & Margaret Norris 
Northminster Presbyterian 
Dr. & Mrs. Bud Novotny 
Dr. & Mrs. Phares O’Daffer 
Mrs. William O’Neill 
Peter & Lisa Offutt 
Eugenia Olson 
Marvin & Jan Olson 
Mrs. Curzio Paesani 
Bill & Jan Palmatier 
Paramount Potentials 
Parkview United Church of Christ 
Parkview UCC Women 
Ron & Cheryl Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pedersen 
Peoria Heights Congregational Church 
Donna Peters 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Peters 
Errol & Mary Peterson 
Wanda Phillips 
Mrs. L.H. Princen 
Dolores Prindable 
Prospect UMC Women 
Dr. Roberto S. Puentes 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Rager 
Donald & Laura Rager 
Alan & Maria Rakoff 
Henry & Nancy Rakoff 
Raman & Parimala Raman 
Dr. & Mrs. Ameel Rashid 
Mrs. Fritz Reuling 
Jim & Sheila Reynolds 
John & Marilyn Reynolds 
Kristen Rich 
Lester & Virginia Riley 
Roanoke Concrete Products Co. 
Mrs. Rex Robinson 
Dr. William K. Rohwedder 
Bernard & Emily Rosenak 
Rotary Club Peoria North 
Janet Roth 
Mrs. Samuel Rothberg 
Brian & Deborah Ruddell 
Mr. & Mrs. James Russell 
David & Jody Ryan 
Salem Lutheran Church 
Crystal Sancken 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Schaidle 
Barbara E. Schefelbein 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schellenberg 
Rebecca Hammer Schermann 
Mrs. Clifford Schneider 
Allin & Betty Schweitzer 
Donald & Meredith Seaton 
Martin & Nancy Siebrasse 
Simantel Group 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Slonneger 
Mrs. Thomas Sommer 
Mark & Renee Spenny 
St. Marks Lutheran, Washington 
Judith Stalling 
Pamela J. Stanek 
State Bank of Speer 
Mr. James Stevenson 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Stone 
Hiles Stout 
Patrick & Lark Sullivan 
Sunnyland Christian Church 
Sunnyland Christian Women 
Donald & Sharon Sutton 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Swager 
Edward M. Szynaka 
Tanners Orchard 
Karl & Nancy Taylor 
Douglas & Jo Anne Temple 
Temple Lodge #46 
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Teubel 
Mary Tollefson 
Harvey & Mary Tookey 
Trans Siberian Orchestra 
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Treadway 
Tom Trefzger, Jr. 
Tremont United Methodist 
John & Jenny Tripses 
Mrs. Robert H. Truitt 
Don Twaddle 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ullman 
Mrs. Richard Ullman 
United Disciples Christian Church 
United Presbyterian Church 
Heart of Illinois United Way 
Universalist Unitarian Church 
University United Methodist 
Harvey & Nancy Varness 
Charles & Monique Verbeke 
John & Jill Wahlfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Walker 
Lil Walt 
Web Tech Services, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. Herb Weinstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Max Wessler 
Mr. & Mrs. Owen West 
Randy & Mary Jane West 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Bill & Doris Weyeneth 
White Chapel United Methodist 
Sandra White 
Jackie & Curtis White 
William & Beverly White 
Pastor Walter Wilkins 
Randy & Linda Williams 
Willow Hill United Methodist Church 
Carla Wingfield 
Gayle Workman 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolf Wuttke 
Yeomans Distributing Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Yeomans 
David & Carol Youngman 
Rev. & Mrs. C.W. Zander 
Albert Zeller 
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Zichterman 
Alvin & Anita Ziegler 
Marcia Ziegler 
 
 
 
Thank you to all donors.  We apologize for 
any omissions or incorrect listings in the 
donor list.  If you feel that an error has 
occurred, contact Common Place at 674-
3315.  Please be reminded that the list 
reflects contributions received between 
Nov. 1, 2008 to February 25, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also thankful for… 
the following grant funding to 
support our program participants. 
 
In support of The Big Read: Peoria 
Reads The Maltese Falcon – 
Community Foundation of Central 
Illinois 
Illinois Humanities Council 
 
To provide a strong educational 
foundation for children in 
kindergarten through grade 4 in 
our Promising Futures and Future 
Quest programs – 
Community Development Block 
Grants for public services, through 
the City of Peoria 
 
To provide learning enhancement 
activities for adult learners and 
their families in our Adult Literacy 
Program – Washington Rotary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Medical 
students 
explain to adult 
learners how to 
talk to their 
doctor. 

Wrong Telephone Number 
Starts New Collaboration 

Sometimes dialing the wrong telephone number can lead 
to a good thing.  That’s what happened to board 
member, Phil Cline, a few months ago.  When 
attempting to call a local business, Phil misdialed and 
reached the U of I School of Medicine’s Advancement 
Coordinator.  Even though it was the wrong number, 
Phil struck up a conversation about Common Place.  The 
Advancement Coordinator was intrigued and connected 
Phil to the person who would later coordinate with 
Common Place on how to get medical students involved 
with Common Place.  After several meetings medical 
students were assigned to visit Common Place and 
inform students on several different topics of interest. 
 

 
The medical students spoke several times to both the 
adult learners and the middle school and high school 
youth in our after-school programs.  The adult learners 
learned about diabetes: who is at risk; how do you get 
the disease; how to treat it; and, how to live with it.  
They also learned how to talk to their doctor; explain 
what happened; how they feel; and, how to describe their 
pain. 
 

 
 
High school students were introduced to the many 
different medical professions: how much schooling is 
involved; how much tuition costs; and, the starting 
salary range for these professions.  They also let the high 
school students practice finding their pressure points, use 
a stethoscope to hear their heart and lungs, and use a 
hammer to test their reflexes. 
 

With the middle school youth, the medical students 
focused on drug use prevention.  They talked about the 
effects of drug use on the body; peer pressure; social 
implications of substance abuse; and, specific concerns 
the youth have.  
 
Remember the next time you dial a wrong telephone 
number, misdialing can be a good thing. 
 
 

Items Needed: Non-Perishable Food & 
Toiletries for Food Pantry 

When selecting food items for donating, please consider 
donating complimentary items – spaghetti noodles and 
spaghetti sauce, and pancake mix and maple syrup.  
Thank you! 
 
• Canned fruits, applesauce, and vegetables 
• Canned meats 
• Peanut butter and jelly 
• Dry pasta and jars or cans of pasta sauces 
• Boxes of macaroni & cheese, rice side dishes, pasta 

side dishes, boxes of potato mixes, and stuffing 
mixes 

• Boxed dinners 
• Bags of dry beans 
• Cans of kidney, chili, or black beans 
• Cans of ravioli and Spaghettio’s 
• Cans of baked beans, pork & beans, and Sloppy Joe 

sauce 
• Canned soups and chili 
• Crackers 
• Boxes of cornbread and muffin mixes 
• Cans of sweet potatoes or yams 
• Boxes of cold cereal, hot cereal, and cereal bars 
• Pancake mixes and bottles of maple syrup 
• Bottles or cans of fruit juices and tomato/V8 juice 
• Boxes of gelatin and pudding 
• Cake mixes and frosting 
• Shampoo and conditioners for all hair types, 

including ones for African-Americans 
• Bars of soap, deodorant, combs and brushes, 

toothpaste and toothbrushes 
• Laundry soap 
 
 

* * * * * * *Save the Date* * * * * *  
Common Place 

23rd

Saturday, September 12, 2009 
 Annual Walk for Reading 

8:00 a.m. – Registration 
8:30 a.m. – Walk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Medical students 
explain how to 
properly use a 
stethoscope to 
high school 
students. 



Yes!  I want to help with the Summer Youth Programs. 
 

________ Please accept my tax deductible gift to help provide allowances for the 
                 Summer Youth Programs at Common Place. 
 
_________ I can help by volunteering to tutor. 

 
_________ Please call me at ____________________. 

  
 
 MY NAME & ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 
  
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
   
            
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON PLACE 
514 S. Shelley Street 
Peoria, IL 61605-1837 
Phone: 309-674-3315 
Fax: 309-674-0627 
Email: commonplace@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.commonplacepeoria.org 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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