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Get In Step With

The Walk for Reading
On Saturday, September 9™ Common Place
will hold it's 20™ annual Walk for Reading
to help raise funds for our youth after-school
tutoring and adult literacy programs.

Our goal and need in 2006 is $40,000. You
can help us meet our need! We need you
to join us on September 9™ with registration
at 8:00 a.m. and the walk at 8:30 a.m. If you are unable to participate on the day of our
Walk for Reading, you can pick your own route and walk at your own convenience.

Participants walking to give children and
adults opportunities to learn.

Sponsorship is key to our event.
Participants are encouraged to set a
personal goal and seek sponsors for walking or volunteering. Thanks to Caterpillar,
American Airlines, and a number of restaurants and businesses, participants will receive
prizes for the amount of sponsorship they obtain. The individual with the highest
sponsorship will receive two free roundtrip airline tickets to anywhere in the continental
United States.

Festivities will follow the 5K residential, shady route with free brunch for the participants
and volunteers, and a silent auction with items appealing to all ages. To participate in the
Walk for Reading, please fill out and mail the tear off sheet on the back, email us, visit
our website, or call Stephanie at 674-3315.

From The Director
A quote from Sally Koch states, “Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but
small ones surround us daily.” Looking around Common Place, one can see staff
members and others taking advantage of “small opportunities” to help others throughout
every day. It's in the soft words of encouragement to an upset child, or in meaningful
words of praise for accomplishing a goal, large or small. It's seen when an adult has
gathered the courage to enroll in school; when a neighborhood person gratefully receives
emergency food; or when a homeowner receives help with their leaking roof. It's also
seen as each and every person coming in the door is treated with respect and dignity.

At Common Place, while we do celebrate large accomplishments of programs or
individuals, those are built by the accumulation of the many small steps that are
celebrated daily by our Common Place “family” — staff, volunteers, adults, children, and
families — and made possible by our extended family of many supporters. Thank you all
for being a part of our Common Place family.

Conwnie Voss



Great Graduates! Kathryn Lambert joined Common Place in May 2006 as the Director of Adult
Programs after ten years working for the Peoria
Journal Star's Newspaper In Education
program. Kathryn grew up in the Washington,
D.C. area, attended high school at the
Interlochen Arts Academy in Interlochen,
Michigan, and graduated from Emerson
College in Boston, Massachutes with a major in
Theater Education and a minor in English. She

You can imagine the pride and joy
Common Place staff members felt
recently when we attended the
eighth grade graduation for Blaine
Sumner School. The top two
graduates, Athenia Wells and
Tierra Branch, were “Common

Place kids™!

) also has her teacher certification for
Many of the young people Kathryn Lambert, Director of Adult grades 5 — 12. Kathryn is married to
graduating had been in Common Programs, *I'm d\/rery grfef”' for tg's Griff Garmers and has a seven-year-
Place after-school and summer ﬁgfgméggyi?]e angm%%%y;fa Cs has old son, Seth.
programs for_ many years. Our made me feel welcome.”
hearts are with the young people
with whom we have a strong Zelena Winters is our Assistant Turning Point/Teen REACH

attachment. Coordinator. She grew up in Peoria, attended Peoria
Central High Schoal, lllinois Central College, and finished
her degree in primary and special education at Robert
Morris College, Carthage campus in the Chicago area. She
previously worked at the local chapter of the American Red
Cross as a CPR/Health Instructor, and as a Youth Health

and Safety Instructor. Zelena is married to Michael and has |
five children.

Zelena Winters, Assistant Turning
Point/Teen REACH Coordinator, “Working
with pre-teens is challenging, but | love a
challenge and | love what | do.”

Common Place Youth graduate from
Blaine Sumner Middle School.

Not only did our young people take
top academic honors, but they also
were awarded many prizes for
citizenship and outstanding
accomplishments.

Renell Gamble, the Family Summer Reading
Coordinator, recently graduated from lllinois
Central College with a major in secondary
education. Renell tutors privately and tutors at
ICC for the New World Academic Support

Ve UM ¢ Program and the Help Lab. She has received a
full tumon scholarshlp for Bradley University, and will attend there this fall with
a major in math for secondary education and a minor in chemistry. Renell has
a three-year-old daughter, Kamilah.

This was the last graduation for
Blaine Sumner...a school with
which Common Place has worked
for 19 years. In that regard it was a
somewhat sad occasion for the
dedicated school staff and the
young people.

Renell Gamble, Family Summer
Reading Coordinator, “Working

The youth who haven'’t graduated for Common Place Is a very eye

yet will be going to other south

side schools. Our dedicated youth Icz);z%rp?ugnixpenence, anditis a On Our Wish I:'St o
staff has been asked to help in this Welneed some help on three “one-time
transition: and we will continue to projects. Do you know of someone who can
provide after-school and summer help?

tutoring, life skills, and enrichment )

for the children wherever they *Build a trophy case for the awards our youth have won

attend school. Our Focus program ] o ) ]

for high school youth will also be *Do some yard work (weeding, trimming, edging, mowing(

available to the graduates. ] - ]
*Paint some walls and ceilings in our youth program houses.

These accomplishments by the ] }
eighth grade graduates are a Please call Stephanie, 674-3315, if you can help. Thank you!

testimony that, with your support of
our youth programs, great lives
can be achieved!

Meet Our New Staff
Members
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